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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Twenty-ninth Report —  
“Budget Estimates 2009–10” 

Resumed from 19 August 2010. 

Motion 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I move — 

That the report be noted. 

This is the twenty-ninth report of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations, related to the 
ongoing hearings for the 2009–10 financial year. The report sets out the range of agencies and departments the 
committee heard from and summarises the range of questions asked. The committee heard from agencies that did 
not attend the annual hearing but came in later—in June, July, August and September. The committee heard 
from 38 agencies, which is a considerable amount of work. I refer to the committee’s concluding comments at 
the end of its report —  

2.13 The Committee was pleased with how the fifth series of Ongoing Hearings have been 
conducted, the breadth of agencies, the range of questions asked and the quality of the 
responses provided by agencies. 

2.14 The Committee noted that there is a growing number of non-Committee Members attending 
the hearings. The Committee has established the Ongoing Hearings in order to provide 
Members with adequate time and opportunity to question government agencies in detail. The 
Committee encourages all Members of the Council to participate in order to ensure that an 
effective and worthwhile estimates process is conducted. 

2.15 The Committee noted the growing public interest in the Ongoing Hearings as was reflected by 
media attendance at the hearings.   

Interestingly enough, a number of hearings held during non-sitting weeks attracted media attention. This is 
partially in response, I think, to the fact that we are specifically inviting the media to attend hearings and are 
giving them advance notice of hearings held during weeks in which Parliament is not sitting. I think that 
indicates that there was a level of interest in the interrogation of those agencies and departments that goes 
beyond members and into the public realm. Certainly, a few comments appeared in the newspaper about the 
committee’s work, and I think that is a good sign. One of the things we have talked about in the Legislative 
Council is the importance of the committee system and the work that the committee system does, which often 
goes largely unnoticed. If we can have public hearings that attract media interest, we are doing a good job. I 
commend the report to the chamber and ask that it be noted. 

Question put and passed. 
 


